Ganglioneuroma of the terminal ileum. An unusual case of occult gastrointestinal bleeding.
Occult gastrointestinal (GI) bleeding from small-bowel tumors is relatively uncommon, and bleeding from neural tumors is rare. A case of chronic bleeding from a ganglioneuroma that led to ileal ulceration is presented. This case documents the important role of exploratory celiotomy and thorough exploration of the abdomen in carefully selected patients with occult GI blood loss. In this case, a complete preoperative evaluation was negative, but a nondirected celiotomy resulted in diagnosis and successful treatment.